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NOTIFICATIONS 








H. B. M. Supreme Court. 





IN HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S SUPREME 
COURT FOR CHINA AND JAPAN. 


IN BANKRUPTCY. 


: Shanghai, 4th March, 1869. 
RejC. Tr UKE JONES, 

NOzSE is hereby given that upon the «pplication 

of Mr. W.H. Tarr, ote of the creditors who 
save proved their debts m the bankruptcy of C. ‘Trea 
suRE Jones, Who was adjudged bankrupt on the 15th 
lay of May 1867, the Court ordered that a mecting of 
sreditors-for the election and appointment of a credi- 
‘ors’ assignee be hel. A meeting of creditors of the 
above named bankrupt will bo held, at the Supreme 
Jour’ at Shanzhai, for the purpose aforesaid, on 
Saturday, the 13th day of March instant, at 2 o'clock 
im the afternoon. 











INHER BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S SUPREME 
COURT FOR CHINA AND JAPAN. 


IN THE COURT OF Viv i ADMIRALTY. 


In the matter of the British Barque ‘ Faithful.” 
Shanghai, L0th Februnry, 1869. 
HEREAS a cause of Bottomry has been institut 
ed in the Court of Vice Admiralty at Shanghai 
on behalf of Perse Groroy PLacrro Gasarn and Wit- 
1AM Rosertsox, Merchants at Ningpo, trading under 
the Firm name of Ropentsos & Co., against the Bri- 
tieh Barque or Vessel called tho #uithfud, her tackle, 
apparel, freight and furniture now lying nt the Port of 
Ningpo under arrest by virtue of a Warrant issued 
from the said Court, this is to give notice toall persons 
having or claiming to have any right, title or interest 
in suid Barque, her freight, tackle, apparel and furni- 
ture, that if an appearance in the said cause de not en- 
tered in the Rewistry of the said Court within six days 
from the date ereof, the Judge of the said Court will 
proceed to make such order in the premises as to him 
shall seem right. : 







































Prussian Consulate General. 
BEKANNTMACHUNG. 








ER Concurs tiher die Firma A. Aiscrt & Co. in 
Tientsin ist durch Vertheilung beendet. 
Shanghai, den 18ten February, 1869. 
. Koniglich Preussisches General Consulat. 
TETTENBORN. 





CONSULAT DE FRANCE A FOU-TCHEOU 
(FOOCHOW). 
AVIS. 

PAR déeret impérial endate du 21 Novembre 1858, 
F “le Consulat de France 4 Ning-Po a été transféré 
4 Fou-tcheou ; et ce nouveau poste, avec les agences 
consulaires de Formose et d’Amoy qui en dépendent, 
a été détaché du Consulat Général de Shang-hai, dont 
1 demeure désormais indépendant. 

Le Consul de France a Fou-tcheow. 

G. EUG, SIMON. 








d E. 
HY R. RUSTOMJEE DHUNJEESHAW has been 
i admitted a Partner in our firm from the Ist 


instant. * 
FRAMJEE, HORMUSJEE & Co. . 
Shanghai, Gth March, 186: 


(¥ BANKRUPTCY. 
Suasouat, Cittsa. 
At Shanghai the 10th day of Feby., .d. 1869. * 
MIE undersigned hereby gives notice of his appoint- 
ment ag Assignee of Hany Atoszo Houcoss, 
who has been adjudged a Bankrupt upon Creditors’ 
Petition, by the United States Consulate General. 
W. CHESHIRE, 
13, Foochow Road. 


















NOTICE. 
R. JAMES HANSON WRIGHT is authorized to 
‘sign our Firm per procuration. 

GLOVER, DOW & Co. 
Shanghai, 12th January, 1869. : 








= NOTICE. 
‘}\HE interest and responsi! of Mr. Frepertcx 
Peover in our firm ceases from this date. 
i. D. BROWN & Co. 
Amoy, 31st December, 1868. 








AR. FRANCIS CHOMLEY isa partner in our firm, 
MM cuict trom this date will Ls conducted undet 
the name of Brows & Co. 
H. D. BROWN & Co. 
Amoy, Ist January, 1869. 


NOTICE. 

(WHE partnership hitherto existing between Trostag 
I Busxe Grover, Fraxcts A. Groom, Epwarv 
Hazrisoy, and Rye Hoists, under the Firm of Grover 
& Co., of Japan and Shanghai, ceases this day by effinx 
of time. The businessin Shanghai will be conducted 
on and after the Ist January 1869 under the style of 
Grover, Dow &Uo., in which Firm Francis A. Groot. 

and James Dow will be partners. 
GLOVER & Co. 
Shanghai, Ist January, 1869. 
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"2 Henry 
re glad to learn, is about to 





Keppel, we - 
ceed up the Yangtsze as far as she can go with 





safety. Mr, Consul Swinhoe and a di 
from the Chamber of Commerce it is } 
accompany the expedition as 
with a view, if practicable, of visiting the prin- 
cipal towns on the upper river. Of the impor- 
tance of these centres of trade we are now en- 
abled to speak with considerable certainty, two 
independant travellers, Mr. Wyl nd Mr, 
Cooper, having traversed from east to west and 
from South to North respectively the great 
province of Szechuen. The local branch of the 
Royal Asiatic 5 y was on Monday last made 
the medium fora public statement of Mr. Wylie’s 
travels, interesting in many: Both travel- 
ree in their descriptions of this great 

ing foo, in Szechuen, as a 
place of enormous trade, and as bring the great 
emporium of the commerce of Szechuen. Next 
in importance on the upper river scem to be 
Slichow, in Szechuen, at the confluence of the 
river Min, and Shashi, the mart of King chow 
foo, in Hupeh. Both likewise agree in’ their 
description of the tedious and dangerous nature 
of the voyage up to Chungking through the 
E-chang and other gorges; but to Mr. Wylie 
we are indebted for u detailed description of 
this part of the river. In the summer of 1861 
these passayes were traversed by Captain Blaki- 
ston, in company with 2 party of gentlemen 
well known in Shanghai, and to that expedition 
we are indebted for a detailed survey of the 
Great River, from the entrance to the Tung-ting 
lake to Pingshan, a town in the western portion 
of Szechuen. 

Our recent information on the upper Yang- 
teze is thus full ; and we have been enabled to 
form a good estimate of the: importance to fo- 
reign trade of opening the river. On the great 
point, however, of the practicability of the na- 
Vigation we ure still without really practical 
information. Of the naviyability of the river 
to E-chang hy steamers of the same description 
as those already employed in the Hankow trade 
there is no reasonable doubt; Captain Blakiston’s 
soundings show no diminution in the depth of 
the water between Hankow and that point. 
Boyond E-chang, however, the river assumes a 
different aspect. No Jonger spread ont into 
numerous channels does it meander through the 
Tich alluvial soil, but on the contrary a precipi- 
tous gorge from 300 to 2,090 feet in depth, and 
Sometimes reduced in width to from 150 to 200 
Yards is the sole discharging channel for the 
drainage of Szechuen and a ge portion of Chi- 
nese Turkistan. Through these gorges the river 
flows so quickly as often to assumne the character 
of a rapid; gurgling eddies and rocky shores 
threaten to destroy the frail native craft whose 
trscking line, often hauled laboriously along by | 
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should part. Lendaliye from 
t either side have Aris 
historic epochs threaustnd ty close 
the pass At one spot known to this day 
the New Rapids two such slips occurred with- 
in the first centuries of the Christian era, and 

blocked up the river wi 

1 forth in th 
edict forhiddin: 
portion of the ri 
But, as in Chi 
terests, this edict was 
by the neighbouring villay 






















Winter months 
weven rocks may be vested 
ily protested. 
s, whose princinal 














| livelihood was derived from the plunder of the 





the numerous wrecks which occurred in the 
rapids, and a compromise was the result, TI 
bed of the river was partially cleared by re- 
moving some of the rocks ut low water, enow 
being left to ensure some 
Such is the } wking. We 
have as yet no soundings as to the Jest depth 
of water during the winter months, the native 
Boats track to shore, but there is every 
on to believe from the narrown 
and the quantities of water di 
pth will be cousiderable. ‘To 


fully 





























interest, and one which must be solved before 
we can obtain the tull benefit of the opening of 
the upper ports. It is me of the utiuest 
importance that an accurate survey should be 
made of the obst: to be surmounted For 
such a purpose the Salamis is probably unsuit- 
ed, the old class of yrunboats do not possess 
suilicient power to stem the current, probably 
one of the new double screw class would be 
found effective. 












ce cannot be aseribed to the 
study of the Chinese language by those foreizn- 
ers who desire to understand the people and the 
institutions of the empire. The remark has often 
been made thatas yet we have not pierced beyond 
the mere rind of the Chinese orange, und that 
the fruit still awaits the ¢fforts of diligent ex- 
plorers. Much of this ignorance is due to the 
fuet that very few foreigners think it worth 
their while to devote the necessary Inbour to an 
examinntion of the instrument by which Chi. 
nese thonght is not only expressed but limited. 
In these columns we have frequently enlarged 
upon the immediate advantages to be derived 
from a more extended acquaintance with Chinese 
on the part of foreigner We have shewn how 
the compradore system with its congeners owe 
their overwhelming force to our ignorance, and 
how utterly powerless merchants are in the 
hands of their native agents. It is impossible 
to check a compradore’s actions until too late, 
and we can only bless the good fortune that 
renders defaleations, misrepresentations as to 
securitiesfurmoney, and such like, comparatively 
infrequent. But besides these material and 
obvious advantages the intelligent study of the 
language must be the first step townrds under- 
standing the people. To the philologist the 
history of a country is frequently u key to the 
history of the language. ‘Thus, as we know 
from external sources that England was at first 
ocenpied by a Celtic race, that it subsequently 
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\ecame a province of the Roman Empire, that 
Gothic trikes next obtained possession of it, 
a Seandinavian 
ans conquered 
sed their 

ion, we can explain the exist- 
nts—Celtic, Gothic and 
Ciussical—in the English tongue, which we to-day 
























the handmaiden of philol 
perhaps in some measure do for Chinese what 
in the preceding sentence we have done for 
English. But on the other hand the historian 
is frequently no less indebted to the philologist. 
of a country isa living record of 

y of the people. Thus to return to 
mple, we might roughly constract 
tngiand out of the materials far- 
Iangnage alone. We find that 
t topical nomenclature is Celtic. We 
further diseover that among the words of Celtic 
origin that have come down to us there are 
none connected with luxury, law or government. 
re mostly low, burlesque or obscene words, 

hat are not of this character refer to 
used in the most menial oceupa- 
then, isa paxe of history which 
ion ocenpied hy the 
Celtic inh: » when the Enylish 
langage first took form. ‘Turning to the Latin 
of the first period, or in other words to the 
traces left on the langnaye by the Roman con- 
querors, we find two words only, and these used 
merely as terminals—namely the caster or cester 
of Lancaster, Cirencester and other places, and 
the eoln of Lincoln. But the former is a varia- 
tion of castra, a camp, and the latter of colonia, 
acvlony. The inference here is obvious, as also 
is the conelusion to le drawn from the predo- 
minant Gothic clement in English, and the very 
partial Scandinavian element limited to the 
provincial dialects on the eastern seaboard. 
And finally the position occupied by the Nor- 
mn conquerors is sufficiently indicated by the 
almost exclusive use of French words to express 
ideas connected with chivalry, hunting and per- 
And so also the moral character 
ly stamped upon the Jan- 
ke for instance our English 
“fronk, French franc, Ttalian franco, Ger- 
nsrank, once the desizmation of a German 
tribe, we shall find how the physical freedom and 
anoral qualities represented by that tribe came 
tw be identified with the very name of the tribe 
jiself, A converse instance eqyally valuable 
for our purpose is adduced by Trench, Accor- 
ding to him the native language of Van Die- 
men's Land contains no less than four words to 
express the taking of human life, but not a 
single word to express the idex of love. Exam- 
ples of this kind might he multiplied at pleasure. 
We juss, however, to the history of gradual 
mental progress imprinted upon a language. 
When a lanzuaze is no longer comprehensive 
enongh to include all the thouzhts of a people, 
it is enlarged ; when it is found too weak to 
bear the burden of thought imposed upon it, it 
is strengthened. If by means of internal or 
external evidence we cin fix the period of ac- 
cessions from without or extension from within, 
we have at once a history of the mental ad- 
vancement of the people speaking the language. 




















tions. 
tells us_clearl, 


He 
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' fendant further stated that though he 





Thus a Innguage, by stereotyping the records of 
fe, resembles a series of superimposed 

wherein tbe history of animal 
is preserved throughout ages, 
ration to say that a lin 
guage is the embodiment of the mind of the na. 
tion by whom it has been constructed and used, 
Hence it is not dificult to explain why two 
races speaking different tongues cannot harmo. 
nise with one another. In [England it was not 
until the fasion of languiges was almost if not 
entirely complete that the Saxon and Norman 
races found it possible to act together, to build 
up a common liberty and to found the English 
people. Here then in the Chinese language is 
a field unocenpied, yet we are convinerd that it 
ns the secret which is to open up to us a 
philosophical view of Chinese character, and to 
ight upon Chinese history, mental as well 
as political. 



























H. B. M. SUPREME COORT. 
February 25th, 1869. 
Before R. A. Mowat, Esq. 

The case of Recta reraus Monto was called, but 
the defendant, who had told the usher that he 
did not intend to take any notice of the suumons, 
not appearing, au order for his arrest was made. Just 
as the Court was ii ising the defendant 
caine in, aud in reply to the Court as to the cause of his 
detention said he went by the ship's time. ‘the de 
fendant then made application to have the present case 
postponed until after the hearing of the appeal in thecase 
the previous day, which he new begged to give notice 
of. Defendant's application beiug refused he became in- 
solent, and being ordered by the Magistrate to stand in 
the dock refused to enter it, aud was committed to gaol, 
During the day Mr. Eames applied to the Court to hear 
the case, as the defendant was contrite and desired to 
apologize, which being assented to, the defendant from 
the dock apologized for his previous behaviour, aiter 
which, at the request of Mr. Eames, on whose applica- 
tion the prisoner was allowed to sit, the hearing of the 
case was entered into. 

‘Mr. “app, on behalf of H. M.’s Consul, prosecuted, 
and ss. the summons was taken out under sec. 159 
of the Merchant-Shipping Act, for carrying his mat, 
to sea without shipping him before the proper autho- 
rities. 

A. B. Roys, sworn:—examined by Mr. Tapp. J joined 
the Sarah Marsh in Suke, Vancouver's Island, which 
is about 28 miles from Victoria. 1 was engaged in 
Victoria by the Captain. There is a collector of cus 
toms there, but Lwas not brought before him. He 
assigned no reason for not doing 80, but said that the 
articles could be signed on board, which 1 did. The 
second mate was witness. 

To Mr. Eumes.—Thero were two ways of getting t? 
Victoria ; the one by water, in an ordinary boat, an 
the other by trails or paths. When I joined the ship 
it took me nine hours to get to her. ° I did not see the 
Captain again till he came on hoard, fourteen day 
afterwards. He asked me if I liked the ship, and [ 
said yes. 

To the Court :—He told mo that the causo of bis 
delay was a demurrage claim, 

Tho defendaut was fined £5 and costs. 

March 3rd. 1869. 
Before R. A. Mowat,, Ex 

Mr. Medhurst oceupied a seat on the Bench, and 
Mr. Uarvey, the Consular Accountant, was in attend- 
ance. 





















































Rea! 
Tn reply to the Ber 
had registered hime 





Av, TOOTAL. 
h the defendant said that be 
in 1860, but not this year. De- 
‘as perfectly 
well aware that he would be compelled to pay the fine, 
he appeared in Court that it might be a matter of 
record against whut he considered an unjust and wa 
constitutional proceeding. 
‘The defendant also stated that he thought it wat 
customary to send round and collect taxes. 
The Consul said that in order togive vreater facility 
for registration, a notice had been published that pe 
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sonal attendance was not requisite, and that the send 
ng of the registration fee alone was sufficient. 

His Worship tined the defendant $10 and costs. 

Mr. Tootal wished to know if he could appeal. ‘The 
magistrate said that in criminal cases no appeal lay as 
of right, but that he woulil he happy, if applied to, to 
state acase—only he might assure the defendant before- 
hand it woukl be futile, as the language of the Order 
in Council was explicit, and the Chief Judge had 
himsolf similarly decided the same class of cases last 
year, 


















* Reciva v. Davio Rew. 

Defendant did not appear. 

Reotva v. Gore Boorn. 

Defendant did not appear. His Worship said as it 
did not sufficiently appear whether the summons had 
ever reached Mr. Reidt the order male in this éase 
yrould be subject to what might turn out to have been 
the fact on this point ; meantime, fined $10 aud costs. 











H. B. M. SUMMARY COURT. 
March Ath, 1869. 
Before R. A. Mowat Esq. 
Mitts v. Counerre. 
Claim for $14, due on two promissory notes. 
Plaintiff, sworn:—L am the proprictor of the * Boar's 
Head.” L'produce two promissory notes for the amount 
claimed, both of which are dated the 19th January 
1869 ; the one payable in G days, the other in 21 days 
after date ; the signatures are the defendant's: [ had 
previous transactions with him aud know his signa- 
ture. Payment has been applied for ineffectually by 
my agent ; defendant has not yet paid. 
George Pusey, sworn :—Tam einployed by Mr. Mills, 
1 saw defendant sign the promissory uotes. I applied 
by Mr. Mill's instructions for payment, but was not 
paid ; the last time I applied he threw the notes at my 
feet and said he would not pay, as he did_not live in 
the settlement. Judgment for the Plaintiff with costs. 














H. B. M. POLICE COORT. 
Marek 1st, 1869. 
Before RK. A. Mowat, Esq. 

Henry Gray, seaman belouging to ‘the Tifania, was 
charge by the chief officer with disorderly conduct 
and with using threatening and abusive language. ‘The 
prisoner stated that going aft to enquire for the steward 
the mate abused him and pushed him forward without 
assigning any reason. ‘The proscentor stated that the 
prisoner's conduct was so violent that he was obliged 
to send for the police to have him arrested. As the 

risoner was in confinement all Sunday and the follow- 
ing night he was dismissed with a caution. 














Allen, seaman belonging to the Annie Bragington, 
who was put on board in the morning after suffering a 
month’s imprisonment for refusal of duty, was charged 
again with continued refusal. ‘The prisoner was sent 
back to gaol for another month. 

March 2nd, 1869, 
Before R. A. Mowat, Esq. 

John Riley, seaman belonging to the Lady Louiea, 
was charved with assault. 

John Campbell, aworn :—I am chief officer. 
prisoner is on the articles as ordi 
the ship only four days ago. Yesterday afternoon 
about tivo o'clock I was in mny cabin when the prisoner 
came and sat down alongside of me, saying he had 
fomething to say tome [desired him to stand, but 
ho refused, and took off his clothes to fight me. T told 
the steward not to interfere and escaped on deck, when 
Thad the prisoner removed by some of the men. [ 
have a bad leg and he crushed it against the wall. He 
created a great disturbance. I believe he was quite 
sober. Afterwards, when sitting on the poop, a 
occurrence took place. [had him put in irons as 
‘Was no boat alouzside whereby to send for the police. 

0 irons and came oni deck and kicked 
me twice in the groiu. My leg is swollen very badly 
from two other kicks [ received on it from him. He 
algo swore he would take my life, 1 can't go in the 
-ship with him. This morning instead of being sorry 
for his conduct, he expressed his regret that he had 
not given me more. 

Dunean Campbell and Joseph Richards, seamen, cor- 
roborated the above testimony, Both witnesses were 





























confident that the prisuner waa sober. ‘The prisoner 
was sentenced to three inontha’ imprisonment with 


hard labour. 
March 4th, 1869. 
Before k. A. Mowat, Enq. 
Tro seamen belunging to the Neweastle were charged 
with being drauk and ineapable. It being their first 
offence they were disninwed with a caution. 








INQUEST. 
An inquest washeld on the 26th ultimo at the Central 
Police Station before Judge Goodwin on the belie of 
Geonce Ross and Witttast Sst, who were found 











dead in the cabin of the lorcha Fu-shun, that mornin, 
_ Messrs Wi 


wa Harvie, Thomas Marshall and Wil 
¢ sworn as a Jury, when the following 





William Fowler: Lam Inspector of Police. I recog- 
nize the bodies as those of George Ross and William 
Smith, both of whom [knew. [assisted in their re- 
moval from the lorcha which was lying off the French 
Police station. I was first informed of the matter by 
Mr. Twigg, about IL a.m. When I went on board I 
looked in the hateh and saw a Chisaman perfectly 
naked lying on his back at the bottom of the ladder. 
H we dead, I found on further examination 
two foreigners on the opposite side lying together, both 
of whom were deal. [founda stove which was up- 
turned at the bottom of the ladder. [think that the 

inaman’s clothes must have fallen out of the Lune 
near the stove and taken fire, aud that the 
aman in getting up must have upset There 
was ouly one slight mark on his body. I found pieces 
of charcoal and cval laying about, ‘The bed clothes of 
the foreigners were undisturbed. There waa a bottle 
of gin partly full in the eatin, 

Joux Niewrex.—I am a Bremen subject, and am 
master of the lorcha Warrior, My vessel was lying in 
the same tier with the Fushun, At about 7 o'clock 
this morning { saw a volume of smoke coming out of 
the Captain's cabin, and immediately heard some one 
sing out “ Are you going to burn all the boats.” When 
1 went on hoard I was told two men were dead, 

Dewru Louxax, examined: L am Captain of a 
schooner. shun was lying alongside me. I 
went on boon this torning about 6 o'cluck as 1 saw 
she was on fire. It took an hour to put it ont, after 
which [went into the cabin and found the Chinaman 
lying on the floor naked. He had burns on the leg 
andarm, [saw none of the crew until the fire was 
nearly out, when they assisted, When I first went on. 
board no one was on deck. 

Dr. Joussox, examined :-T made an examination of 
the bodies. ‘The examination was merely external, but 
the appearances they presented clearly indicate that 
death was caused by asphyxia ; the characteristics of 
which are pale colour, purple lips, a staring and bright 
expression of the eyes, with diiated pupils, and natural 
posture of the body with easy flexibility of the limbs ; 
allof which signs Were apparent on both bodies. 

ink that death was the result of inhaling the fumes 












































RACE CLUB. 

‘Tne Annual Meeting of the Race Club was held 
on the 3rd inst., atthe Shanghai Club. About 
45 members attended. Mr. C.J. Kr occupied 
the chair, and stated that the meeting this year 
was held later than customary owing to the desire 
expressed of having Sir E. Hornby present, but 
he had been detained at the south Jonger than was 
anticipated ; in hi: rian desired 
tention of the meeting to the fulling 
off in the number of subscribers, which was a sure 
indication that their position wa, becoming worse, 
and would probably become daily more so, unless 
some means were devised to increase the number 
of subscribers, which be considered could easily 
be effected by reducing the subscription from 
‘Taels 15 to Taels 10. 

Mr, Bayye next read the minutes of the last 
meeting, held on the 10th February, which, on the 
motion of Mr. W. HL. Carter, seconded by Mr. Mel- 
ler, was passed, the item of ‘faels 790.76 for ex- 
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penses, however, provol 
were by the Chairman satisfactorily shown to 
have been necessarily ineurred for stabling, cof- 
fee, &e. 

The acconnts showed a balance to the Club's | 
credit of Tacls 779, out of which Tis. 550 is due | 
for interest to February 1869. 

‘The CHAIRMAN again reverted to the question 
of subscription. Tt w purely financi 
whether they would be likely to raise a larger sams 
of money by charging a less rate. “If the redu 
tion were made. they would want 90 additi 
subscribers to put them in the position they now 
are. 

Mr. Du 
enlist the 































thought that if it were necessary to 
ympathy of the pnblic by reducing 











nz some debate ; they | scholarly research, and which comprises nearly every 


important work on the language, geography, history 
and religion of China. This collection is offered to us 
for an amount which competent judges consider be. 
low the cost of the volumes, if purchased separately, 
Resides which there are many rare books among #3 
number which we might be otherwise unable to buy 
rice. 
Andevsiguel would strongly urge the importancs 
ing this collection for Shanghai, not only for 
nl intrinsic value, but as the nuclens for 
a public library, so favorable an opportunity to create 
which may bo, long iu recurring. 

The aniount of money needed for the purpose, though 
not larce, is beyond the limited means of the Asiatic 
Society, but they cantidently appeal to the public for 
co-nperation and assistance, For their awn part they 
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Thi 


























the amount of subscription it would also tend | er te charge themselves with the eare and manage. 

to the same purpose if the riding weight were ; mewt of the books, and to. give fhe public the use of 

raised to 10 stone, on a pony of 12 hands, and | cooqsed hy the publications of the various literary and 

with that view proposed that the weight be in | fic bodies with whom the Society exchanges 

future 10 stone, which was seconded by Mr. Haslam ; jwurnals, and it would so far supplement the Wylie 

and passed. : ; | library as to need only a small sum to complete the 
Mr. ‘Carp considered that the weizht should he j acquisition of all printed Looks on China. 





11 stone at on » that there would be no doubt 
‘s breaking down, besides ehich he 
) wonld then be able to a good chance 
hext meeting. Mr, T's. riding weight is Sst. 7]b.! 
Mr. C. EO Carrer thouzht that the decrease . 
in the amount of the subscription fee would not | 
increase the number of subseribers ; that. in ' 























anyone takins remotest in the 
would ghidly subscribe the 


that an increase to 
dit a charge was 
il themselves of the course 


Mr. Fornrs considered 
their income wenkd be 
made on those who ava 
AS a prontenade, 

Another member was of opinion that if Mr. 
Forhes’ suggestion was put in practice only ad- 
ditional expense would he entailed, as it would | 
de nec n additional keeper and * 
n traps,” &e., which ; 
































would nat iouk very well. j 
ssed_as an_amendement | 
jon of Mr. Dunn that the 
per inch, inste: : 
eller and passed. | 
nn important | 
ht she 








consideration as the cit 
deferred for a more name 
evoked some controversy. opinions being 
thatan inerease in the number of riders would | 
diminish the number of ponies, as the ex 
weight wonld crush them, Mr. Dann said 
was willing that his. prop 
also the amendment, and stated t 






























preecdent for expressing this wish, in as | much 
as Judge Hornby was accustomed to call back 





a8 many resolutions as he pleased after they 
were agreed to. 

Mr. F. Kine then ed a 
seconded that the re and 
to weight be expuy 
called for Siturday to 
weight, which was carried, 

The following gentleinen were elected as com- 
mittee for the ex ir E. Hornby, 
Messrs Dallas, Ni st, MeDouall, Hitch 
and Hanuen. 

After vot 
Mr. Bayne, 





propos: 
saltatic 
1, and that a meeting be 
onsider the question of 






















anks to the Chairman and to 
the meeting separated. 





THE SHANGHAL PURLIG LIBRARY. 

The want of a pulilie library of reference has long 
been felt in Shanghai, but the difficulties attends 
the collection of suitable books have so far di: 


any serious attempt to meet the requirements of the { 












‘These difficulties, however, seem about to disappear. 
The approaching departure of Mr. A. Wylie from 
Shanghai places within our reach the valuable library 
which he has accumulated during his many years of 
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j ever, a3 fa 


| taking: 





special aim of this scheme is the creation of a 
epositery for every book or paper illustrative 
So fur, how 
Is admit, it is proposed to collect ‘useful 
the neighboring countries of ultra- 
1 to add such scientitic, philosop| 
1 works as will make the library valu. 
» the more +: al reader or student. It is be 
ry, once fairly started, will never 
Mitpport fro our own communi- 
ty. while it may also rely to some extent on the 
known Jiberality “of governments to similar under 


pablie 
{ of the study of China and the Chinese. 


























is on which subscriptions are solicited is 
follow 

All the money so obtained is to be applied to the 

purchase of hooks to form a public library, the pro. 

i will be vested in Trustees under a 

the general conditions of the founda- 
















proposed to make the Council for the time 
the Asiatic Society the Trustees under the 
yon their part undertaking to pro- 

e rooms and a hbrarian. 
i vse, or be unable or 


It ia 
Deing of 
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r 
suls of 


the trast to pass 

t firitain, Fi 
amissioner of Customs, a majority 
¢ new ‘Trustees with power to 
ments in the interest of 


ce, Prussia, and the United 





uit of the library will be in the 

hands of the Tr: It will however he obligatory 

on them, save in exceptional eases, to open the tibrar 

for at | ar hours every weel to allow 

to be burrowed by. respe residents or 

jturs under tel restrictions as may be needed to 
property from be weil or lost. 

4 satticient subscri obtained it will 

be possible to open the library to the public early 

in May 
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Commitee nf the Coun- 
cil of Noth China 
Branch op the Rogat 
Arsiutic Society. 





WS OF THE WEE 
The P. & Q. Steamer Ganges, arrived on the 4th inst. 
with the London Mail of Januat th, two days in ad- 






















cheque 
mise. the most rigid evanomy in every 
sent, in order te lighten taxa: 
¢ Prospectus of the British Indian ‘Telegraph 
a line between Snez 1 Bombay 
sconnt North has acceptel the 
Chairmanship of the French Atlantic Telegraph Cable 
Company. 30th Jany.—Mr Ripiey, the newly elect 
ed member of Parhament for Brulierd, had bee 
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mseated. The petitions against the elections of the 
members of Parliament for Carlow and Athione have 
been, withdrawn. ‘The indictment against the Directors 
ot Messra, Overend, Gurney and Co., hasbeen ro 
moved to the Court of Queen's Bench. (No date.). 
Most disastrous gales havo occurred in England, eaus- 
ing immense loss of shipping and property. Govern. 
ment has in contemplation a reduction to the extent of 
10,000 men of the troops in the Colonies, India exclud- 
ed. The election at Belfast has been declared to be 
valid. Heavy floods have occurred both in England 
and Ireland.” 30th Jany.—Judyment in the case of 
Phillips versus Eyre has been given in favor of Eyre. 
4th Feby.—The Government has refused the petition 
of the frish Bishop in favor of instituting an Lrish Con- 
socation. Colonel Henderson has been appointed th 

Chief Commissioner of the London Police, in sw 
sion to Sir Richard Mayne. ‘Phe Shares of the British 
Indian Telegraph Company have all been allotted, 
Constantinople, Sth Feby.—The Prince and Princess 
of Wales have arrived at. Alexandria, Manifesto has 
‘pen issued by the Irish Bishops inviting the counsel 
and co-operation of the Laity. Sir Arthur Guinness 
has been unseated for Dublin, and Mr Phipps for 
Westbury. It is stated that the health of the Queen 
will prevent her opening Parliament in person. 

The Cos sT.—London, 28th Jany.—The Em- 
peror of Russin has strongly recommended a concilia- 
tory reply on the part of Greece. Latest advices from 
Spain state that the Diplomatic body at Madrid has 
protested against the insult offered to the Papal Nun- 
cio, and that the provisional Government has expressed 
its regret. Advices from Berlin state that the Prus- 
sian Chambers have sanctioned the confiscation of the 
property of the King of Hanover. Count Walewski, 
who is the bearer of the Protocol of the Paris Confer- 
ence, as also of a letter from the Emperor Napoleon, 
has arrived at Athens. ‘The belief is increasing that 
Greece will adhere to the Declaration, in consequence 
of Russia advising adhesion to it. 4th Fehy.—Latest 
intelligence from Algeria states that a battle has taken 

lace in which 1,200 French scliliers completely de- 
feated 2,800 Natives. The French troops are now 
pursuing them. Latest advices from Spain state that 
the Uarlists had arrived at Saragossa. ‘Telegrams from 
Saint Petersburg, of yesterday's date, state that au 
Tmperial Ukase has been issued authorizing a_private 
company to commence levelling for a ail between 
Orel and the Caspian Sea, Advices from Berlin state 
that the Prussian diot has sanctioned the confiscation 
of the property of the Elector of Hesse. Latest tele- 
grams from Spain state that Protestant services have 
taken place and great manifestations been 
ade in fayor of religious liberty. General Prim has 
declared that freedom of worship in Spain is now an 
accomplished fact. Other questions have been refer- 
red to the Cortes. ‘Ihe Greek Ministry has resigned. 
Farther fighting has taken place in Algeria. London, 
6th Feby.—Latest advices from Paris announce the 
death of the Marquis de Moustier. London, 7th Feby. 
Advices from Constantinople of to-day's date state 
that the Ministerial Crivis continues at Athens. The 
Greek Ministry which had been formed, immediately 
afterwards broke up. ‘Che Sublime Porte has made a 
further allowance of eight days for Greece to reply to 
the,Protocol of the Paris Conference. 

Amenica.—Advices fromm Washington, of date 30th 
January, state that Congress has resolved upon an 
of the Constitution in order to prohibit the 
the suffrage on account of race or colour. 
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Jos, 9d. 
‘Tue Overend, Gurney ‘Prosecution goes 
on slowly, but some astonishing revelations have been 
made, ainong others that the actual profits during the 
time the new company trated were £4,000 instead of 
29,000, as stated by the directors ; and that at tho 
ties of the old firm were 
000,000 instead of £9,843,000, as represented. On 
wurnment the defendants are released on heavy: 
Dail. ‘The Perseus, Basilisk and Serpent are ordered 
home from Chiua, and several more ships from other 

stations. 

‘There have heen few occurrences of interest during 
the week. ‘The North China Branch of the Royal 
Asiatic Society held their monthly meeting on Monday 


night. Lt was fairly attended, and severaknew mem- 
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hers wereadimitted, Mr. Simon's paper, attributing to 
early Chinese writers a considerable acquaintance with 
facts only recent established in geology, led to an ani- 
mated discussion. After Mr. Simon's paper Mr. Wylie 
read an interesting and valuable paper on his recent 
travels through Szechuen, describing amongat other 
matters the rapids on the Yangtsze below Chungking 
foo and the troglodytic dwellings of the aboriginal 
tribes of the Mantaze. After a discuasion the meeting 
separated at a late hour. We regret that we must 
withhold our report till next week, 

A proposed series of monthly Lectares under tho 
auspices of the Temperance Society were inaugurated 
on the 26th ulto. by one by Dr. Jamnieson on ** Read- 
ing,” which attracted a considerable audience and was 
warmly applauded. 

‘The Council of the local branch of the Asiatic Socie- 
ty have issued a circular asking for aubscriptions 
towards the formation of a public library. They pro- 
pose to purchase the very valuable library of Mr. A. 


“Wylie and to amalgamate it with their own collection. 


‘The scheme commends itself as one worthy of support, 
and the opportunity of obtaining for the use of the 
public such a valuable collection as that gathered 
together by Mr. Wylie is not likely to occur again. 
We reprint the circular in another column, 

One of the local papers states that news bad arrived 
through the French Missionaries that a Protestant 
Missionary, travelling with three Chinese in Yanan, 
was murdered on the lith October last, We are un- 
ableto connect the report with any individual. 

The Recorder gives further particulars regarding the 
murder of the Catholic Missionary in Szechuen, men- 
tioned in our last :— 


“‘ Two missionaries, it seems, were stationed in the 
held their services in a house between the 

's aud the Tartar Commander's Yaméns. Their 
en outrage to a wealthy individual 

of the gentry class, who, apparently toable tu get up 
disturbance in the town, or perhaps fearing to raise 
the people, hired a moh’ of peasants from the country 
round ; these entered the town, assembled in the 
street in front of the house where one of the o1is- 
naries was performing service, attacked it and 
forced an entrance. The missionary being at the 
alter they seized him, deliberately cut off his hands 
and feet and then beheaded “him. His companion, 
who was fortunately absent at the time, hearing of 
the event fled in disguise and so escaped. As at 
Yangehow, the officials” entrusted with the good go- 
vernment of the city took no stops to prevent the: 
outrage being carried on actually uader their eyes,” 

‘The same paper gives the following :— 

“A propos of C government and the new 
theory of settling differences at Peking, we learn 
from a native source the following account of a dis- 
turbance in Canten province. Some months ago the 
inhabitants of a village called Woosh Heangshan 
district, erected a new joss house. building ave 
umbrage, it s to their neighbours, who said it 
disturbed their After several angry com- 
munications the fatter attacked the building aud parti- 
ally ruined it; this was the signal for a 
motion. Agents were sent over to Hi 
bought the Jaryest guns they could find; batterie 
were erected and a stato of war ensued. The Chi 
hion at Kiang Shan seems to have constituted him- 
self stake holder for both parties, and to have re- 
ceived bribes from both, till at last he appears to 
have exhausted even Chinese Jong suffering, and 
Loth sides united in a complaint against him. We 
learn he hay been deposed and deprived of his but- 
ton. : 

We understand that the British Assessor at the 
Mixed Court now receives an allowance from the 
Sugreme Court in addition to bis salary as 8 Consular 
oilicer, 

‘Two foreigners were found suffocated on board a 
lorcha near the French Police Station. We give a 
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report of tho inquest in another column. It re- | 
sulted in a verdict of accidental death from suffocation. 

The Evening Express learns that a subscription list 
is in circulation to raise a fund sufficient to rem 
the remains of the late General Burgevine fi 
present resting place in the Pootung Cemetery 
Shanghae New Cemetery and-to erect a stone over 
them. One hundred taels has already been promised 
for this purpose, for which Tls. 170 in all will be re- 
quired. 

We have had no lack of amusement during the week, 
the Amatours of the Concord Dramatic 
Corp having given representations and the Philharm- 
onic Society the first concert of the new season, when 
yy No. 2 with 





















remarkable successs for 

We hear that the #iloug has been purchased by 
the Japanese ; but the amount for which she has heen 
sold has not yet trauspired, ‘The steamer Monnque, 
which has been lying-idle in N; i me months, 
bas at last also revived a, good charter, to go north. 

We understand that the steamer Wiliiamette, be- 
longing to the Chinese Government, and lately em- 
ployed in the transport of treasure to Nanking has 
deen sold to Amoi, native broker, for the sum of Tacls 
3,000. 

A précis of fines and confiscations published in the 
last quarterly returns of Trade issued by the Imperi- 
al Customs has given rise to considerable discussion, 
and has been generally felt to be an injustice, firms 
names being published as having made “ false de- 
clarations,” when in many cases no fraud may have 
been intended, and the only crime have been a clerical 
error on the part of a clerk. 

‘The following passengers have arrived at Shanghai 
since our last : per Orissa, from Nagasaki, Messra. Nor- 
ton, Haley aud Brown ; per Ottawa, from Yokohama, 
Lady Parkes, 3 Children and servant, Messrs. P. Walsh, 
Satow, Rickmeres, Grigor, Dalziel, Noguchi and Hig- 
gins; per Madras, from Uongkong, Mr. and Mra 
MeDouall, Messrs. T. V. Knight, King, F. D. Hitch, 
Stoddard and W. B. Jamieson ; per China, from Hong- 
kong, Mr. and Mrs. Bielticld, Miss Wallace, Messrs. 
Cordes and Aldach ; per Ganges, from Hongkong, Mr. 
and Mrs. Rennie, Mr. and Mrs. Barnes, Messrs. Ro- 
son, Whittaker, Livingston, Lent and Waller ; per 
Yuen-tze-fei, from Tientsin, Messrs. Weichman, Seman, 
Hill, Sutton, Stephens, Lewis and Mughes ; per £rl 
King, from Uongkong, Mrs. Fearon, Messrs. H. S. 
Geary, A. K. Macdonnell, J. M, Nixonand E. W. 
Rice. 

Departed,—per Malacca, for Marseilles, Lady 
Parkes, 3 Children and servant, Messra. Walsh, Satow, 
Togochi and Tomigo ; for Southampton, Captain Mac- 
Kellar aud Mr. Higgins ; for Melbourne, Mr. Combe ; 
for Hongkong, Messrs, Dalziel, Wallis, Lard, A. Price 
and Thompson ; per Otlarca, for Yokohama, Messrs. 
H. Goetz, J. S. Blydenburgh and J. H. Subach ; per 
Madras, for Hongkong, Mr, Bewick ; per Orissa, for 
Nagasaki, Capt. and Mr. Patridge, Messrs. Walter and 
Vachells. 

Haxxow.—We take the following from the letter 
of x correspondent of the Shanghei Recorder. 


‘The famous Li Sung-chang, the new Vice-rey of 
the two Hoo, reached kere yesterday with his flotilla, 
consisting of the Tungche, tlag slip, the Pluto, Cow 
Sucius, Feeling ant Hyson, ant about tive bundred 
war junks tiled with troops and all the innumer- 
able paraphernalia of a Chinese army, It is reuour- 





















































{on board the Amur at Chofoo, they 1 


! may  imagi 








od that he wili make a graud sweep of officials ! Quite 
suggestive of his intentions, in this way that prior 
to coming up the Yangtsze he sent a kong of water 
to Wuchang-foo, intimating the necessity of washing 


the Yamtu ere he arrived. The Orientals are prone 


to metaphorical flights of fancy, bub ‘ho who runs- 
may read this!" 






rrived at Shanghai on ‘Thursday afternoon, being 
steamers from the north, ‘They bring with them 
‘ho were concerned in the robbery 

aving had a 





ti 
ten of the men 











preliminary trial before H. 1. M.’s Consul, en, 
committed by him for trial at Shanghai. With the 
exception of a French company, there are now no 
iggers at Chefoo ; they having” nearly all been sent 
away by their respective Consuls, Four of the men 
charged with participation in the robbery were brought 
before the police magistrate yesterday, ut were re- 














A correspondent of the Daily News 
writes : 
“Up to the present time, we have had no paper all 
the season, either from London or Shanghai, so you 
e the dearth of tupics for conversation. 
Some new coal mines have turned up, to the North of 
Peking—fine coal, but more difficult of access than 
that at Chaitang. The Peilto rans within some 
40 ii of the mines, but it is not navigable there, aud i 
hardly likely to be made so, for some time to. co: 
aithouh this process only could make it possible for 
the coal to be brought down in auy quantity. It-is 
filling np fast with stones and saud-banks in the upper 
part of its bed, and nothing. of courae. is being done to 
remove or prevent them, “Che weather is warm and 
beantiful ; trate dull; Malwa opium selling ata loss on 
hanghai rates.”” 
respondent of the Recorder we take the 




































“The Christmas festivities and likewise the New 
Year's passed away without very much to mark them 
beyond a Dinner given by the ‘British 
grand scale to the community, aud a splendid enter- 
tainment in the club library to the sailors of the British 
Gun-boat Huror, yot up with great taste and given hy 
the Missionary ladi i Tho 











ies of tho diferent missions 
weather throughont has been boisterous and disagree- 
able, the dust storms which so frequently visit our lit- 
tle model of a settlement being almost enough to smo- 
ther one. 

“We hearffrom Peking that the Mahometan rebels 
aro giving a good deal of trouble in some of the districts 
about 400 miles from the capital ; large bolies of troops 
have been sent ont to queil the disturbance. About 
three weeks ago eleven spies were captured in the city 
of Peking, all of whom were immediately sentenced to 
death and their bodies were accordingly chopped up 
into small pieces, Before their capture they had suc- 
ceeded in purchasing and despatching no less a number 
than 5,000 saddl 

Some of the  Eunuchs” from the Palace paid us a 
visit a short time ago ; they were very profuse with 
their doliars, as you may imagine from the fact of their 
spending 1,500 in oue store alone, 500 of which was 
paid fora Geneva watch. They were very anxious to 
tain a large dog, for which they stated ‘Tis. 500 would 

il, but were unsuccessful in finding one. 
torn: from the southteleared the river sufficiently 
for navigating purposes on the 10th inst., and we were 
pleased by the appearance of Messrs. 
. tine steamer * Szechuen,” Capt. Spen- 
p.m. of the 25th inst., one day earlier than 
they arrived last year. 

Hoxexosc.—Fromthe Hongkong Daily Press weleara 
that es had come to hand from Taiwanfoo, dated 
the 12th ultimo, stating that all the conditions agreed 
to by Ts Special Commissioner sent to settle 
thediticulties, have been completely fulfilled, and that 
that official has returned to the mainland.’ ‘The re- 
sults are entirely satisfactory, and foreigners now 
meet with ordinary respect, instead of the insults 
formerly received. 

‘The same paper informs as that news, per H.M. gun- 
boat Cockchaser, had arrived from Swatow to the 26th 
instant, where all was going on quietly and satisiac- 
torily, the people acting in a periectly friendly and 
respectful manuer to foreigners. 

‘the arguments on the demurrer in the libel action 
against the Chine Auil, were brought to a close on the 
16th inst., the Chief Justice reserving his decision on 
the poiats raised, and remarking that he would require 
at least a month to read up all the law that had been 
quoted to him in the matter. 

‘The Chamberof Commerce have remoustrated against 
the Opium Squeezes and the Viceroy of the Canton 
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ovinee has directed cruizers todiscontinue search 
ivé craft at sea. ‘The new 

has been succeesfully launched from the Union 

Kowloon, A Mr. Sims who a 1 to walk 

im. from Veddar's Whart to the flagstalf at Vic- 
ria Peak, has lost by 24in. 
The Amateurs of 1H. BL M.S. Adventure gave an 
susing Dramatic entertainment, ‘The first 
e special attraction of being an original play written 
pressly for the compsny. 

he following eirealic regarding the proposed Or- 

for hatf-caste ciuldren bas been issued by the 
ishop of Victoria. 

“ Dear Sir,—Lt is represented that many:Cbildren of 
aropean aud half-caste parentage are to be found li 
g under vory deplorable cireurstances in Tongk 
dina, and Japan ; and it is urged as a duty to con- 
ler what can be done in their behalf. the 
ijects of the Female Diocesan it kong is 

“offer a permanent home fur a limited number 

Orphans and other Children in necessitous circum- 
ances.” The education of Chinese Girls in Hong- 
ng on Anglo-Chinese principles having been found 
ulesiratle, it is proposed to extend the beuelits of 
i education given in the Diocesan School to a few 
ich Chillren of both sexes ag has been described —re- 
rving one wing for the Bays aud the other for the 
irls, and to give them, with board and lodging, an 
tucation which may fit them for useful se 
he Children must be without deformity, and general- 
‘healthy and strong in aind and body, As the 
stitution oust partake of the character of a public 
rphanage, it is desired to conduct it peoerallyoa 
1e principles of well-known Orphan Asylums in 
ngland. If subscriptions in reply to this appeal 
‘e stich a3 to justify the attempt, it is proposed 
sopen the Diveesan School fur the purpose of an 
rphanage next Midsummer, and I respectfully beg 
ou to bring this tion before yentlemen 
ho are likely to gi ir support to so benevolent 
a object, and shall be greatly obliged by a reply, 
‘hich will enable us to form an opinion what as- 
stance may he probably expected from your locality. 
ommunications are requested tu be addressed to 
xe Rev. Canon Beach, st.a., S. Paul's College, Hong- 
ong.” 

A most disastrous fire broke out in Singapore 
n the night of the h ultime, about 11 
‘clock, lasting till daybreak on the 17th. The fire 
riginated in the large godowns occupied by Messrs 
socke, Hong Ghee & Co.. which were totally destroy- 
a. The Otfice of the Strwits Zimes was above these 
adowng, All the type, printing-presses, printing- 
aper, and whole plant of the Office were totally con- 
umed, ‘The roof of the adjacent building oceupied by 
he Oriental Bank caught fire last, aud, despite every 
ffort to master the fire, the whole block was burnt 
own to the ground. All the notes and books of the 
Jank were saved, The bullion in the 
ot moved as not much hai 
‘he Straits Times Otlice w 
lessrs Locke, Hong Ghee & Co.'s stock for $74 
he Bank building for $30,000, and furniture $3 a 
‘he total loss is estimated at $150,000 to $200,00.0.— 

Jarax.—-We take the following summary from the 
‘apan Times, 

On the night before (the 12th inst.) a storm swept 
ver Yokohama, which exceeded in violence anything 
f the sort that has been experienced in the settlement 
oralony time. ‘The wind, which was from the South- 
vard, had been increasing ‘steadily during the 
oon and evening, until between the hours of I 
Lem. when it blew a perfect hurricane, which con- 
imted with unabated fury till daylight next m 
ting. Several vessels in the harbour dragged their 
achors, but we believe without causing any damage, 
ither to themselves or others. On shore, however, 
he effects of the storm were severely felt, tiles and 
ihingles, bricks and mortar, hurling through the air 
nall directions. Several houses in the native town 
a down. In the Xth’s Barracks a good deal 
ting was blown off-the roofs, and of the 
hed villas on the Bluff suffered considerably. 
art of the roofing of the Theatre of the Corps Drama- 

ne was blown completely away and the building 
stained other damage ; in fact, in theatrical parlance, 
he storm nearly “brought down the house,” altoge- 
her. In the morning, the wind shifted round to the 
Northward and Eastward, and though another blow 
vas expected irom that direction, happily we escaped 
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ng | it. Aw the wind during the night wax off shore, bat 
acht Fie. | Tittle sea got up in the harbour, which accounts for 


the shipping excaping dataage. The port is very mach 
crowded, and hal poms ond any ea on, aranty 
much tnischief would hate been done. 

We have to record with deep regret, an the princi- 
pal f the fortnight, the total low of the P. SL 
x. 's steamer Jfermann, which ntruck on a reat 
tzu point, about 73 miles from Yokohama, 
‘ou the 13th inst. She was on her way to 
car Straits, whi le Yezo trom the mainland : 
the sinperial troops have begun to move northwarda 
ani the Hermann hat on board 350 soldiers, together 
with a crew of eighty men, Of the Iatter 38 remain 
alive ; of the former, it is impoasible to say how many, 























Captain Newell saying that he cannot estimate the 
loss of life. But from his account of the wreck it 
woull seem that between 250 and 300 had perished. 





No enquiry has as yet been held into the circumstances 
—or, at least, no result of any enquiry has as yet been 
made public ; comment from us would, therefore, be 
out of place. It is needless to say that a considerable 
excitement has been created here by the accident and 
a though investigation is universally demauded. The 

i the Japanese soldiers, as described by 
Cap ell, is worthy of the highest admiration ; 
their calm courage and steady discipline in the face of 
death entitle them to a place in history beside our 
own herves of the Birkenhead. There was ‘no stam- 
pede, no disorder’—says the Captain—' from the first 
they were quiet and cool, retaining wonderfully their 
presence of mind and calmly awaiting the commands 
of their leader. After consultation with Captain 
Newell, this officer ordered them to keep in their 
cabins, which they did until the water rose, as the 
ship settled down, and drove them again on deck. 
‘Then, when permission was given to those who chose 
to take the risk, to try to swim on shore, they threw 
off their clothes, girded round their naked bodies their 
swords—‘the living souls of Samurai’ and boldly 
made the attempt ; in too many cases, unfortunately, 
unsnecessfully—for the sea ran h and though file. 
helts, of which there was most properly great store on 
board, preserved them from drowning, most were kill- 
ed or horribly mutilated by being dashed upon the 
rocks which iringe the coast. 

‘The Shaftesbury has come down from Hakodate 
since we last wrote, but has brought us no news of 
importance. Enomoto’s resources ebbing fast, 
he has commenced levying contributions upon the 
country people, which does’ not add to his popularity 
in Hakodate. Mr. Butzow late Russian Consul there, 
has come down en route to Pekin, where he is to take 
the post of Charyé dajfaires, 

Osaka aud Hiogo our Intest dates are to tho 
18th inst. with nothin 

















































‘of particular moment. Mr. 
Russell Robertson, who has made hiraself very popular 
at Hiogo as Vice-Consul, ‘comes up here to take the 
place of Dr. Willis, late Vice-Consul forthe Yokohama 
and Yedo district, the latter being temporarily detach- 
cil from the Consular service to take charge of a Ja- 
panese hospital in Yedo. 

Ilis Majesty the Mikado arrived in Kioto on Febra- 
ary 3rd and was married on the 9th. 

We have had here an unusually quiet fortnight. 
On Sunday last = coloured sailor, boatawain of the 
Thales, was mortally stabbed, in or near the Yoshi 
warra, by another seaman, who has not yet been arrest 
ed. Ife died the next morning. ‘The Japanese new 
year hollays have. of course. nearly stopped business, 
which can hardly be said to have recommenced. 
Banks have mae holiday and Yedo has been full of 
rs. At this period of the year some districts of 
ty are very beautiful, being full of plus trees, in 
their spring bravery of silver blossom. We have had 
an unusually mild winter and the trees have bloomed 
very early this year. 

‘Among the passengers homeward bound by the pre- 
sent mail is Lady Parkes.” Yokohama society loses in 
this lly one who has for some time admirably sus- 
tained the difficult. part of its leader and dispensed the 
hospitality of Her Majesty’s Representative with graco 
and dignity. And Lady Parkes has done more than 
this—she has ascended Fusiyama, M. Ernest M. Sa- 
tow, of the British Legation, also goes home by this 
oppor:unity, on leave. At this period, his absence 
will be seriously felt: his knowledze of the country 
aud its polities, its people and its lauguage, is extensive 
and accurate. "It is not too much to say that no other 
foreigner now living has seen so much of Japan, or has 
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to intimate and critical a knowledge of its dialects and 
literature as Mr. Satow, 

The Japan Gazette has the following notice of the 
Governor of Osaka, who has been lately murdered. 

From Osaka we hear the sad news of the murder of 
the Japanese governor. He was a man of enlarged 
mind, having been in Europe for a tong tine ;—sed 
was appointed to Osaka as one of the most practical 
men that could be selected. The city would have 
benefitted greatly by his rule. There is great com- 
petition between the city itself, and Kobg which was 
‘opened as a port for Osaka. The ongheaded governor 

advantages to be derived by encouraging 
commerce ; and has inaugurated public works to an 
extent that even at home would be considered vast. 
First he has arranged that the course of the river, the 
bar of which has proved such a fatal enemy to foreign- 
ers, shall be changed, so as to make the city always 
approachable by water. He has encouraged the build- 
ing of adock the estimated cost of which is upwards 
of two millions of dollars. He has provided for the 
establishment of an hospital, in which, whilst the sick 
are attended to. the young aspirants of the faculty may 
receive proper instruction froin able European profes- 
sors. He has sanctioned a railway between Osaka and 
Kobé, which will be completed during this year. In 
fact he has shown himself so thoroughly “up with 
the times" that we fear it will turn out that he has 
fallen a victim to his sagacity and zeal_for his coun- 
try’s progress, 

‘At Kobé, Ito Shunske, the governor, is another of 
the same stamp, Educated at King’s College. London, 
he is strikingly in advance of any of the officers we 
have ever had in Yokohama ; and if the goverment of 
the South, jealous of the immense advant the old 
government derived from foreign trade at ohama, 
are desirous of directing it to their own neighbour: 
hood, th it no better plan than that they 
quoted in giving such men as Goto Shojiro 
and Ito Shanske ta Kobé, aud leaving usin 
is of such thoroagh-paced ‘obstructionists as 
se who now muddle over “foreign affairs” in 
Yedo and here. 

Nac KI—seems: 


























































ve heen shaken to its centre 
by a few ‘ misguided” Chinese having fired off crack- 
ersduring the new year holidays, Fully four fifths of 
two numbers of the Nagasaki Times are tilled with the 
subject, aud we have a letter from our correspondent 
‘on the same matter, bat it is much too long to print. 
Itseems that the Portuguese Consul granted permission 
1 to tire crackers on a certam day, 
against his unwarrantable 
action in, as it alleges, opposing all the other Cousuls. 
It turned vut, however, to have been not the Portu- 

ese but’ the British’ Consul who opposed his col- 
Jeagues, all of them except Mr Flowers having agreed 
to grant permission to tire crackers on the 18th inst. 
The British Consul, notwithstanding this, seut a con- 
stable and had several Chinese arrested and taken to 
the Custom House, when they were fined $10 each, 
On this theotherConsuls went in a body to the Japanese 
authorities and represented the state of affairs, when 
the fines were returned to the Chinese. Some Euro- 
peans took a fire engine ani played the water into 
three of the 
quantity of goods. 1 nsuls, we learn, bave appeal 
ed to their ministers regarding the affair. 


















































INTO CHINESE. 
The principal topic discussed in the Shanghai papers 
during the week has | ion as to what 
language is the best hich to teach science 
to the Chinese. The Recorter and Daily News both ad- 
vocate the use of the English lan:uage. The former 
Paper says regarding the difficulty of translating 
Scientilic terms into Chinese, ‘* Given phonetics with 
out meaning in themselves, words can be introduced 
from other tongues, and existing words can be com- 
Dined or moditied with any required degree uf nicety 
But the task is far otherwise when every sound sy 
bol is likewise an id 
to an invariable use.” Tite writer illustrates his arga- 
ment by taking the word “oxygen” He says, “How 
is the translitor to express thts? Three courses are 
‘open toh He may transliterate it, and call it 
O ku Isi chén, We ‘will, suppase he takes the 
simplest charaeters given uuder these sounds ia Wade's 


*yUlabary. The word will then stand fief fy 47 JEL 

































nese houses, damaging a considerable | 


vmho! alrevdy apprupriated | 


Of these, the first is usually an exclamation, and go 
far ig almost unobjectionable; the second’ signifies 
old, the thinl is the radical corresponding to evening, 
aud the fourth signifies true, No diacritical marks, 


such as the character [[] Placed to the left of cach 


character, or a line drawn down at tho right of the 
roup, will make this rendering of the sound intel. 
igible. “The meaning of ench character enters into 
tho notion conveyed hy the group toa Chinese reader 
Or secomily, a periphrasis may be used, and oxygen 
described. But to this plan two objections at once 
suggest themselves. Technical languye is a scienti- 
fic notation, and an unwield notation is a most ef- 
fectual bar to progress. 7 * " * 
And again it would be very dangerous to define 
any substance in the description by which it is to 
be known and recognised. Of this the example before 
us is the best proot From the time of Lavoisier, 
who gave the gas with which his name is associated 
the name of oxygen or acid-produeer, to the time of 
Davy it waa believed that the distinctive properties of 
acids were due to the exyyen which it was believed 
they contained. But since Davy’s speculations were 
wblished the results of experiments have confirmed 
is views, and it is now allowed by allthat by hydrogen 
and not oxygen is the true acid-produeer. Hence the 
er of yiving a name which defines supposed pro- 
perties. Or finally a character may be invented in 
which the constituent radicals shall express the com- 
pound idea to be conveyed. Thus, supposing the ori- 
ginal opinion as to the nature of oxygen were still 
unassailed, the gas might be denoted by a complex 
character made up of the characters signifying sour- 
nessor acidity, and production. But this process is 
only’a diiferent form of the last, open to the objection 
against detiuition, and also subject to another valid 
objection, namely the illegality of coining new charac- 
book coutaining such characters would be des 
native literary inen, and would meet with ac- 
ceptance only from those persons who should be from, 
early youth educated by means of such hooks. But as it’ 
is in youth alone that science can be effectually taught, 
and as that period of life is also the most favourable 
for the acquirment of languages, there seems to us no 
A reason for adopting a clumsy method of impart. 
ing that knowledge, which might more easily be im- 
parted through the mediuin of a European Ianguage. 
Oar object is not to remodel the Tangunge 5 it is to 
teach the people. ‘The former would be the work of 
centuries. the latter might be approached to a very 
sensible degree in one generation. 
The Daily News takes the same view and says : 
“* But if we allow that scientific terms may thus 
transferred from one language to another, and be thus 
understood by the Chinese, it is nevertheless an im- 
mense loss (23 in onr scientific books most technical 
terns define themselves) ; and it makes some of the 
j translations of scientific treatises that are placed in 
the hands of the Chinese, more like Buddhist. prayer 
books than anything We use this comparison 
advisedly, since the Buddhist manuals of devotion 
were translations from the Sanserit ; and in these 
books, all the terms for which a Chinese equivalent 
was not forthcoming, were represented by Chinese 
characters a Sanscrit sound, and were distin- 
guished by cal marks showing that they are 
ily used for the sound. Now, no words ean express 
the coutnmely that is outpoured upon the inventors of 
this system,” It is characterized as an invention of 
laziness, of ignorance, and of infatuated superstition. 
A Buddhist prayer book is held up to unsparing ridi- 
cule by all scientitiz men ; yet the example of the much 
reviled Buddhists is followed in the translations of the 
ntifie treatises, which are to open the eyes of the 
tern barbarians to the full light of Western intelli- 
gence !” 
‘0 these articles Mr. Wylie replies -— 
“lf the Chinese are to be taught throngha more 
flexible language, there is the slight drawback, that 
they must first leam that language to an extent suf- 
ficient to euable them to appreciate the instruction 
given in it. It is needless to refer to the number of 
years necessary for that purpose, # sacrifice beyond the 
means of any great number of the population, even if 
their tastes turned in that direction. But L can scarce 
ly think you are in sober earnest in proposing that the 
people of China should begin to study English as 3 
preliminary to all progress. Perhaps you would select 
{afew for this purpose. Admitted, that afew, after 
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tyears of preparatory arrive at a_eapr 
Jalying English works, the chance is that ti 
necessary for this process, will 
lank in their cultivation of nati 
will hold a relation to their eoutrymen very ni 
the same as Europeans. Is the knowledge then, after 
all to be confined to this select mumber who 1 
study of English? (Of course T exclude pid; 
glish as altogether irrelevant.) ‘That will hardly satisly 
juodern views of pr . aud would be of little ser- 
rice to the nation. Suppose, however, the student 
has acquired a thorough knowledge’ of European 
jence, and is at the same time a matare Chinese 






































how is he to impart this knowledge to his 
countrymen? ‘The sdea of limiting himself toa foreign 





tongue (however flexible that may he) is verging on 
the preposterous. But if he must still use the native 
Inngnage, he has only just reached the ori; 
ing point, and his years of ving irtually lost 
to the nation. He is in no better position for int-oduc- 
ing the information to the knowledge of his country- 
men, than is the European with a tolerable know! 
age and theaid of a competent native seho 

“ But] deny that the difficulties you speak of have 
any existence. Your proposition seems almost to re- 
fute itself, Is it true that an ‘ideo ic Langu: 
ig so unsuitable to the expression of ideas? Take 
own example, Suppose the facts- of “1uagn 
























maznet, electricity, telegrapl 
nglis 





Ww 
his own fle ngage? 1 
could passibly help hint to gene- 
n. But £ venture to say that 
ivatents of these in Chinese would con 
iigible meaning, aud that 
nat ordinary intellise 
more concise, the effort required to pronounce them 
would be lus, and they would be written in half the 
time 
+The transfation of scientific works is as yet but in 
its infancy, and it.is unfair to judge it by th 
of perfection, Lonly say that the Langu: 
ly adapted to the transfer of new ideas 
Been already 
tendeil effort. 


unknown to an 
words convey to him 
cannot see how they 
rate a sinwle concept 
































THE TIMES 
“Tre Teasmarket ig the 
ject to severe tinctuations, It opened w 
Mnence of extenled deiiv of deere: 
so much so Chat, vie istics of the previous 
four y it appeared that consumption lad fe 
time ‘ontstrippe uct ‘This led to active spe- 
culation, raising the price of common classes fully dd. 
to int. The aly 
nes, aud although the old 
ons, still, ax the reidue- 









































Movement ses tn, resulting i 
almost 





the news of the enormous and hur: 
shipments of the season 18689 and eventuating 





in loses on the bulk of the import as large or larger 


than 


ever experienced, 

But worse even than the market being flooded 
is bas been the results of interior qitali 
have often before had canse to 
how teas, what with th 
eatnount of dust, it am 

searea! 

chop after chop 
remark applies to fauey 
A the teas fre 


























and this 
to congou, 
ore favour- 








ticipated, there las heen the ntmest 
x wales of 











in prices; 
‘ ium Surts, es- 
Pecialiy, as been most severe. With respect to the 
Iuture, ‘it is disiieult to form any opinion, Should 
Governmeut see their way to make any reduction in 
the duty, there would le spezuiation for a : 

irrespective of this, althengh low port 


stles of thy 














28 will probably 
will rewain en- 
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j the prinviple that the 















increase conanmption, the naporters” 





ill relieved hy current demand, and thus 
n themuelves the risk of depreciation and of 


* [fit ix to be adrftted that the altered relations of 
trade in China will in future necessitate an overwhelm- 
ily duri ig the early months, the position at 
huine smuat also he realined—that, with the increasing 
y of communication and freeness of transit, the 
ity of any but a moderate stock is a thing of 
the past—that large exports from China will inevita- 
bly depress prices at home for a time at leat, and 
iat, therefore, if the trade hereaiter is to be a re- 
muuerative one, there must be a radical change in 
the mode of buying, in the rates paid, and in the 
«ality purchased." The present system holds out a 
premium to the Chinese to make bad tea, and has 
been the fertile source of ruinous loss. 

“Indian teas continue to show great improvement 
in mansfa and we have reason to hope that be- 
the bulk of the import will be tea of real- 
class character. They have fluctuated with 
and at one time prices had receded con- 
y even for Pekoes, but the better grades 
recovered, and all high conditioned qua- 
lities of the new crup have met a ready sale at full 
prices. : 

“ The imports of tea into the United Kingdom 
have been 153,000,000Ib., against 124,7 i 
1807 . the deliveries for home consumption, 106,250,000 
wh, st 111,000,0001b. in 1867 ; ditto, for exporta- 
i against 32.000,000Ib, in 1867 ; the 
on the 3lst of December was 









































MILDEW IN COTTON GOODS. 
(Hongkong Daily Press.) 

Anarticle of considerable interest to mercantile read- 
ers appears in the Overland Trade Report of this day, 
upon the subject of mildew in cotton goods, After 

eviewing the eauses of spot and mildew, and pointing 

ized or badly sized cloths are more 
iptible to damp th: ths honestly 
low may have its immediate 



























particularly. suse 
Je, as, though the mi 
amp, the a 
tr bure an honestly made cloth, will be sufficient 
to rot one t honestly made ; and alluding to 
the confirmation of Baron Bramwell's decision in the 
as mentioned in these co- 
i les as follows =— 






















Moily 
ake what it iv not too much to designate fraudu- 
tly finished goods, only point upon which aa 
verse devisi 1 be evwled by a manufacturer, 
who had beet proved to have introduced deleterious 
into bis would be that upon which 
the above peated, that being 
sold by sample the seller gave no implied warranty. 
is point i fortunately now set at rest by the 
uot the fxehequer Chamber, which establishes 
is an implied warranty as to 
ot be judged of by saniple, as 
theze would be if butk were inspected, and the de- 
fect conld not be thereby aseertained. 
Thus rly, the buyer of Shirtings and other 
piece is dulinitely placed in possession of the 
and the writer in the JMan- 
ates that “to remeily the evil, 
reement of a stringent law, 
sasioned by mildew should 
jacturer,” ant whose 
ortly before the above decision in 
suber wat arrived at, hay doubt- 
wre that it will not be 




























such matters, 48 ea 






























quarters of a pound t 
beyond question be evel 
ture ; and on the basis of Baron Bramwell’s deci 
render the maker liable for the dunage sustained. | 

Such is the actual bearing of this question, and it 
is to be hoped that the publicity thus given to the 
matter will assist in doing away with an evil whieh, 


a 





Urey inthe Laads of the dealers, and the former | if unchocked, imust tend ‘most seriously to damage 
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the interests of all connected with the trade in British 
Manafactured Goods, Nobody is more interested in 
the evil being put an end to than the Manufacturers 
themselves ; as a want cf confidence in the durability 
of foreien goods must necesssrily diminuish both 
their consumption and their value; and far more 
‘will be thus lost than can possibly be gained by frandu- 
lent practices. It might he hoped that this obvious 
consideration would be sufficient to deter manufac- 
turers from resorting to such ruses ; but experience un- 
fortunately proves that this is not the case. The mer- 
chants, however, have the remedy in their own bands. 
Let them unhesitatingly sue such manufacturers as re- 
sort to frandalent pi vs, and let them cease to pur- 
chase gomls from any house against whom a charge of 
false tinishing has once been established. 














MILDEW IN COTTON GOODS. 
Imrontast Lrcat Drctstox. 

The decision given by Baron Bramwell in the case 
of Mody r. Gregson, which was heard in the Court of 
Exchequer ou 98h Dec , 1867, but was appealed from 
on a puint. of law, was confirmed on the 3nt Dec. 
1868. The Appeal to the Exchequer Chamber is re- 
ported in the Weekly Votes of Dec. 12th, The facts 
were as follows : 

The plaintiffs sued the defendants for breach of an 
alleged warranty, on the sale by sample of certain 
grey shirtings. wo be suyplied to the plaintiffs by. the 

lefendants, who were the manufacturers both of the 
sample ant of the shirtings to be supplied. ‘The con- 
tract was for 2500 pieces of grey shirtings, according 
to the sample, ‘each piece to be of 7lbs._ weight ;” 
but no other express warranty was given. Deliveries 
were made acconling to sample, and the goods were 
accepted and shipped to Calcutta ; but it was after- 
wards discovered that the stipulated weight of the 
goods had been ol l by mixing with the fabric 
15 per cent of Chi , Which rendered the goods 
‘unmerchantable. 

‘The introduction of China clay into the goods could 
not he discovered hy examination of the sample in 
the ordinary 

On this evidence the counsel for the defendants 
claimed a verdict, on the ground that, the sale being 
by sample, any implied warranty was excluded ; but 
the learned baron ruled that there was an implied 
warranty ag to such matters as could not be judged 
of by sample as there would be if bulk were inspect- 
ed, and the d mld not he thereby ascertained ; 
and, under this direction, the jury found a verdict 
for the plaintiffs, 

‘To this ruling a, Bill of Exceptions had been taken. 
The Court, ec of Judges Willes, Blackburn, 
Keating, Montague Smith, aud Lush, upheld Baron 
Bramwell's rulin 
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AN OBJECTIONABLE CHINESE PRACTICE. 
(From the Shipping Guzett 
There is a practice prevalent at Hongkong, and we 
believe elsewhere at the Chinese ports, which appears 
to bear hardly upon the shipowner, and certainly seems 
to call for prompt attenti ith a view to its aboli- 
tion, We refer to the usaze which compels a ship 
which commenced to load at a fixed rate of freight, 
and has even taken the best part of her cargo on 
to reduce the freight on the entire cargo in the event 
of a falling market anda reduced rate of freight ruling 
at the port of shipment. ‘The North Shields and ‘Tyne- 
mouth Chamber of Commerce have taken up this ques- 
tion, and it may be hoped that some mode will bedisco- 
vered of dealing with it, though it seems to us at first 
aight to present no greater difficulty than that which 
attends the pursuit of the remedy for any other breach 
of contract. Ifa charter party is entered into at Hong- 
kong or Shanghai between two British subjects, itis as 
Dinding as to its terms asif it was entered into in Lon- 
don. We can understand that a contract, whether 
written or parole, may be varied to auy extent at the 
will of the parties ; but if one party insists upon vary- 
ing the contract when he finds it does not suit him, it 
isno coutract at all, Charterparties, like all other 
contracts, are entered into in view of a certain state of 
facts. They are governed by the rates of freight ruling 
at the time, and the state of themarkets, so far as it is 
orcan be ascertained. But, once entered into, euch 
contracts, where they are not illegal or impossible of | 
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jow of no reason 
We ean hardly sup- 
ave referred to as prevailing 
at Hongkong and Shanghai ean be regarded ay a usage 
in the legal sense of that term. The principle on which 
evidence of usaze is applied, as explained by the an- 
thorities, is, ‘‘that the parties have not set down on 
paper the whole of their contract in all its terms, but 
those only which were necessary to be determined in 
the particular case by specitic agreement, and which, 
of course, might vary inlinitely zs to implication, 
and tacit understanding. ali those general and unvary- 
ing incidents which a uniform usage would anvex, and 
according to which they must in reason be understood 
tocontract, unless they expressly exclude them.” As 
we understand the complaint of the practice pursued 
at Shanghai, it is that, after the freight has been agreed 
nd the shiphas commenced to load, but before 
the charter has been formally entered into, the char- 
terer, if the markets happen to fall, his profits on the 
venture are prospectively diminished, and freight fall 
in consequence, repudiates his former arrangement, 
and insists on reducing the freight on the entire cargo 
so as to square with the decline in the markets. This 
is not good faith, and it will uot serve the commercial 
reputation of those who resort to such practices. It 
easier, however, to stigmatise such conduct as it deser- 
ves than to discover and apply an adequate remedy. 
If a contract has been entered into, though it may be 
explained by usage, it cannot be altered. If in such an 
instrument a certain rate of freight be agreed upon, no 
subsequent fluctuations in the produce market or the 
freight market could be held a sufficient ground for 
varying the contract, as regards the hire uf the ship; 
and we should imagine that the Courts of Hongkong 
would afford facilities for dealing with such cases with- 
out incurring the cost and delay of a reference to the 
Jourts in this country. The difficulty in dealing with 
them is, probably, that the shipmasters commence to 
load ow a mere understanding as to the rate of freight, 
and the ship may be far advanced in loading, or load- 
ed altogether, before the understanding is repudiated, 
and the shipmaster is then placed in the dilemma of 
having to unship the carzo or to accept the reduced 
rate of freight. If he adopts the former alternative, he 
is involved in expense and delay, for which he may 
find it difficult to obtain demurrage—if he submits to 
the latter, he victimises, Perhaps unavoidably, his em- 
ployers. "The best course to adopt, under the circums- 
tances, would be, where it can be ‘done, to charter 
ships in England'to load home in China, ' The parties 
to the contract are, in that case, all’at home. and 
any failure or breach, satisfaction can be obtained in 
the onlinary manner, As the practice complained of is 
beyond question, it wonld be at all events, that 
shipmasters going to Shanghai and Hongkong should 
be mstructed never to commence loading until they 
have their charters completed. The loose manner in- 
which the chartering business of the Chinese Ports has 
been done has, no doubt, afforded the opportunity for 
the introduction of abuses which appear to have be- 
come established. ‘The attention which the North 
Shields Uhamber have directed to these abuses will, it 
may be hoped, induce other commercial bodies interest- 
ed in the trade with the Chinese Ports to take the mat- 





performance, are binding, and we 
why they should not be enforced. 
pose that the practice we 




























































ter up, and consider the best method of dealing with 
an evil which, if we are rightly informed, has already 
jimensious. 


assumed very formidable 





INVENTION OF GUNPOWDER. 
Utheneum. J 

Royal Military Academy, Dec. 17, 1868. 

In the Atheneum of the 28th ult., Mr. Henry Kings- 
ley asks my “opinion as to the date of the invention 
of gunpowder in China.” As L bave no knowledge of 
Oriental languages, aud no sources of information other 
than those open to the public, my opinion is only 
formed from European writings of which I have colliat- 
ed such as I could find bearing on the subject ; and I 
incline to the belief that “ gunpowder,” in its true 
sense. was not invented in China at all. The question 
appears to have been needlessly complicated through 
the frequent misappreheusiou of what is meant by the 
term ‘ gunpowder.” Allowing the utmost latitude of 
definition, I think we bave no right to call by that name 
any substance, unless it was used to propel by its ex- 
plosive force ‘projectiles of some kind from guns of 
somekind. If that proposition is admitted, we get rid 
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of “ tho composition which lighted up arrows and 
crense(l their range,” that the Jesuit missionaries of 
Pekin tell us was presented to the founder of the Song 
dynasty in the year 969, for it was not nwd to propel. 
And [ think that if we over those num 
tions unsupported by vouchers, made by Gonzales de 
Mendoga, Kircher, Malfei, and other writers of the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries on Chinese history, 
we are reduced to one or two authorities on the sub- 
ject, which alone it appears necessary to exainine. 

Of these certainly the most important is Pere Gan- 
Dil. He says Lhat when Ogdai-Khan besieged Lo-yang, 
the Chinese defenders male use of pao to hurl stones 
sainst him, and the structures of wood, straw antl 
horse-duug with which the breaches mate by Mongo- 
Tian assaults were repaired, were set on fire by the 
hopao or fire-tubes of the besiegers, the original 
breaches having been produced by the use of a num- 
ber of these tnbes, each mae of Jaths of bamboo ; and 
it is said that the noise of the explosion of the subs- 
tance used in these tnbes was heard 100 ley, or thirty 
miles. The Eney lopedia Britan: thinks this des- 
cription “leaves no doubt of these bamboo staves, 
hooped together, being the first attempt in China at 
the use o! " Leonfess [am mire sceptical, 
and do not sce in this the use of gunpowder as a 
propelling agent. To begin with, the story smacks 
too nuch of the marvellous. If ‘the explosion of the 
substance in the bamboo tubes was heard one mile, 
much more thirty, it must infalibly have burst the 
tube; and I think one experiment of that nature 
would have been enough even for the ‘Tartar followers 
of the brave son of Gengis-Khan, ‘Then we have the 
remarkable statement that the walls were set on fire by 
the use of the tubes of hainboo ; and this can only have 
been done by the projectiles being fiery, so that [ think 
we shall be much nearer the mark if We suppose that 
the batuboo tubes contained an explosive substance, 
and were thrown by machines of some kind against the 
works. ‘This would correspond with what we find in 
Europe from the earliest times. ‘Thucydides, Vege- 
tins, Aneas the tactician, all mention the use of incen- 
diary projectiles ; aud it seems to me high!y probable 
that in China, a country where saltpetre abounds as a 
natural product, it would have been introduced i 
these compositions at an early period. ‘The 
pao now signifies guns goes, L think, for nothing ; 
cause exactly as we English took the word gonnes, 
which had existed long before gunpowder came among 
us, and hy degrees—only by ogrees— applica it 
clusively to vaunon, so that word pao probably sis 
ed other warlike machines, and was applied later to 

18, 

One may feel almost certain that fire would be sed 
in warlike operations where wooden «lefences had to be 
destroyed, and that saltpetre would in that country be 
a part of the mixture yea ; but that the Chinese 
found out how to combine it with sulphur and clarcoal 
480 a9 to make gunpowder, seems to me very improb- 
able, If once snch a great power as gunpowder had 
been introduced, it would never have been lost sight of 
among such a people. Yet, as Mr. Kingsley says, 
Marco Polo is silent on the s it; and is it likely 
that this narrator of battles and sieges would have pas- 
sed over unnoticed this wonderful gunpowder, as yet 
unknown in Enrope, had it existed in the land of his 
travels? Can any negative evidence be stronger ? And 
there is positive ovidence as well, In the beg 
the seventeenth century, the Chinese gladly accepted 
threo pieces of cannon, with the men to work them, 
from the Portuguese of Macao (the story may be read 
in Du Halde’s History) ; anc hey learnod how 
to east cannon from the Je a 
Viest. Pare Mailla’s 
ed from the Chinese, give no accounts of the 
of gunpowder ; and when the evidence is weighed on 
Doth sides, the balance appears to me to be strougly in 
favour of Gibbon’s opinion, that guupowder was intro- 
duced by the Portuguese. 

Probably few of your readers have éver seen a curious 

unphiet, by Col. Umodei, of the Piedinontese Artil- 
lery, published at Turin, in 1834. on the origin of gun- 
powder intereating, and he arrives at the 
Conclusion that  Néi Cinesi ué alcun altao po 
Asia furono inventori della polvere e dell’ artiglioria a 
fuoco,” His opinions seem well digested, awl | know 
he went to original authorities ; for Sir Frederic Mad- 
den told me, when tirst { began to work at the British 
Museum MSS., that hy and Un: present Emperor of the 
French had worked the growl before we. OF all es- 


















































































































































sayn on this mbject, thers ix none (not excepting thone 
of facabane and Koinand and Faué) eqnal to that of the 
Einperor, and he thinks that the Chineas discovered 
the rocket in the te century, but that we do not 
know when they firat fonnd ont saltpetes, which the 
Kornans of autiquity had not diatingaiahed frora other 
salts ; that probably considerable time elapned b 
ing out its propertios aud the 
learned to dix intimately saltpetre with 
sulpher and charcoal ; and that, this vecond step gain- 
ed, more Inlour and more tine were necessary to ram 
this composition into a tube, and to produce movement 
by its combustion. His further deductivus are very 
teresting ; but they would lead me away from China 
into Egypt and Arabia, and { have already to apologize 
for taking up so much space. 
Hesry Brack: BURY, 
Captain 





























THE RUSSTANS ON THE AMOOR. 

Arecent number of Harper's Magazine tarnishes 
some interesting information regarding the present con- 
dition of the Russians on the Amoor. ‘The settlement 
of the Amoor was effected in much the same manner as 
Mahommed ‘Toghluk madly attempted to transfer the 
population of Delhi to Dowlatabud in the Deccan, but 
with a more successful issue. Whole colonies of Cos- 
sacks. men. woman, children and household gods were 
moved fromm their homes and settled at distances vary- 
ing frou 100 to 500 miles. ‘The settlements are placed 
from ten to thirty miles apart, with a view to affording 
convenient coaling depots for steamers rather than to 
the suitability of the soil or locality for settlers. ‘The 
houses are arranged with military precision. Some of 
the villages have been accidentally settled in fine agri- 
cultural districts and magnificent grain crops are raised. 
So successful have the settlers proved in growing vrain, 
that Government consider that the local supply will 
equal the demand for naval and military purposes, In 
1866 there were twenty-two steamboats in actual ser- 
vice, and two or three new ones nearly ready. Eigh- 
teen boats belonged to Government, and the rest to 
private parties, either Russian or foreign merchants. 
Only one of the number now running was built in Si- 
beria; the rest were made in America, England, or 
Germania, and sent to the Amoor to be’ put together. 
At present the settlements include a Population of 
about forty thousand, of which one-eighth 1s at Ni 
layevsk, the oldest and most important town. 
valuable forests of cork, mahogany, hirely, pint 
and elm, with masses of vines and thick underwood, 
seem to possess greater attractions for the hunter than 
the woodsman, butit is highly improbable that the 
Rassian Government will long averluok such a source 
of wealth, A species of tiger, classed by naturalists 
with oar Bengal animal, is often met with even as far 
north aa 35° north latitude. Deer and other four- 
footed game are also feand in great abundance. 



























COMMERCIAL. 
Suayorat, Friday Evening, March 5th, 1869. . 

Invonrs.-—The market assumed a quieter tone after 
the dato of our last issue, bnt on receipt of the ndvices 
to hand by the Mail yestorday, reporting a further ad- 

vance in prices at Manchestor buyers again eame for- . 
ward and numerous sales have been made at improved 
rates, Grey Shirtings are firm at ‘Tis. 1.9.54 1.9.7 for 
Flbs., Ts. 2.1.8 a Tle, 2.2.5 for Sflbs. ‘L-Cloths, Drills 
and White Shirtings are in request at an advance of 
about 5 candareens on our last quotations. Fancy 
Cottons are also attracting more attention, but Wool- 








ens continue dull of sale. 
‘Tea, —Bluck : Only ono Saleis reported for the week, 
namely 176 chests at Tle. 20. Stock still about 3,800 
chests. “ 
Green Teas—have been in fairenquiry ; 8,400 } cheats 
having changed hands since our Inst issue. Prices have 
been very irreguiar, but generally from Lor 2 tnels 





* lower in common to mediam, and 1 tael in fine kinds, 


J chests Fychow and Moyune, 
Stock 40,000 





Settlements are 6, 
and 1.700 &cheets Shanghai Packed. 


4 chests. 
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